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Village of Plain 

Village Board Proceedings of May 10, 2023 
              

 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Plain was held at the 

Municipal Office Building, located at 510 Main Street, on May 10, 2023. The meeting was 

called to order by Village President Ray Ring at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The following members were present: Ray Ring, Village President; Terry Drone; Melissa Marx; 

Wade Neubauer; Merry Lynn Riek; Steve Whitford, and, Kelly Yanke, Trustees.  
 

Others present: Mike Stoddard, Chief of Police 
 

Notice of this meeting, along with the agenda, was posted at the following locations in the 

Village of Plain: Plain Municipal Office Building; Plain Post Office; and the Kraemer Library & 

Community Center on Monday, May 8, 2023. Notice was emailed to the Home News; Valley 

Sentinel; and, the Baraboo News Republic.  
 

Marx motioned to approve minutes from the April 12, 2023 Regular Board Meeting. Riek 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Yanke motioned to approve minutes from the May 2, 2023 Special Board Meeting. Marx 

seconded. Motion carried with Ring abstaining. 

 

 
Committee Reports 
 

Marx motioned to accept the committee recommendations from the Village President. Riek 

seconded. Motion carried. 
 

 

Streets & Utilities – Steve Whitford 
 

The Streets Committee met on May 1st to discuss the Cedar Street project with Strand 

Associates. The intersection of Cedar Street and Alma Avenue was discussed placing bump outs. 

Parking spots would be lost and there would be issues with snow plowing so the committee 

decided against the concept. They also discussed storm sewer work to help with drainage, adding 

a fire hydrant and crosswalks.  

 

There are trees elsewhere that are in the right-of-way that need to be removed due to the 

ordinance definition of a nuisance. The property owner can take them down themselves or the 

Village will take it down and bill it back to the property owner. The Cedar Street trees are a part 

of the Village project, so those trees will be at the Village’s expense. Whitford has reviewed 

trees in the right-of-way throughout the Village.  
 

Public Works did a saw cut at Main Street and Alma Avenue to install a valve to shorten the runs 

between shut-offs.  This is to reduce the number of customers that are shut off when work needs 

to be performed. 
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Pool & Ordinance – Melissa Marx  
 

The Pool Committee met on April 26th. At that point, staffing was still uncertain. There will be 

Lisa plus five lifeguards; three with reduced hours and two with full hours with one being 

interested in the Head Lifeguard position. The operating hours are still unknown. The water 

aerobics and swim lessons details are still to come. They will open on June 4th or 5th. They will 

be closing earlier than normal this year due to River Valley starting school early. They are going 

to forego painting the black lines and just do minimal painting this year. The entire pool has not 

been painted since 2009. Then next year, paint the entire pool basin which will be expensive. A 

quote from 2015 was $10,000. Lisa will arrange the cleaning of the bathhouse before opening 

day. There were minimal changes to the rules and regulations as well as the lifeguard handbook. 

The Pool Committee is asking for donations to help with the painting of the pool. Also, they are 

looking to get an automatic pool reel if anyone is interested in making donations to that 

purchase. This reel will alleviate the labor to reel in the cover, which is very hard. It would also 

save on heating costs if the pool can be covered more during the day. John is getting an estimate 

for the reel.  

     

No Ordinance Committee report. 
 

 

Parks & Fire Emergency District – Merry Lynn Riek  
 

The Parks Committee met on April 17th. As a reminder to citizens, there are no motorized 

vehicles past the sign that states, “No Motorized Vehicles Allowed,” which is the walkway area. 

Please obey the signs. The Plain A’s requested funds. They did receive donations from the Plain 

Lions and Kraemer Brothers. They are doing fundraising as well. The fields reportedly looked 

good with help from a citizen that volunteered. They are working on baselines. One new net was 

purchased for the volleyball court. They cut down some cottonwood trees. They looked in 

planting trees where the cottonwoods were and one will be donated. They directed John to buy a 

pallet of Diamond Field Dry. Dustin Myers reported that 307 kids are signed up for summer ball. 

Plain will have three T-Ball teams, two Coach Pitch teams and three baseball teams. There was a 

leaning pole on the east side of the back stand that was fixed yesterday. The Rec Program will be 

June 12th to August 18th. Carver will be the contact person for the directors and report anything 

necessary back to the Parks Committee.   

 

The Fire Board will meet on July 10th.  
 

 

 

 

Finance & Golf Course – Terry Drone 
 

No Finance Committee report.  
 

The chicken barbeque benefit for the golf course sold out by 1 pm. The Men’s League will meet 

to discuss how the proceeds will be used.  
 

 

 

 

Library & RV Court – Kelly Yanke 
 

 

No RV Court report. 
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The Library Board met on April 24th. As of the end of March, visitor numbers were up by over 

500 compared to last year. The Mid-Morning Matinee was April 20th with 17 attendees. The 

Family Night was April 27th. They will be hosting the Sauk County library meeting on May 23rd. 

The library will be closed May 27th-30th due to the internet being shut down for the headquarters 

move in Madison. The Library Board had its first joint meeting with Friends of the Library. They 

asked for a 5-year plan for updates and needs. There was a leak in the roof, John contacted the 

roofers. They are doing a lighting upgrade to LED in Community Room. The last Mid-Morning 

Matinee will be May 25th until September. The Summer Library Program will be starting in June.  
 

 

 

 

Police  – Wade Neubauer 
 

Sauk County had two animal at large calls to the same dog that were brought to the Police 

Department looking to have the dog declared vicious. The dog was already removed from the 

Village at that point. The  Ordinance Committee may need to review the ordinance to clarify the 

procedure. Stoddard stated that the last time it happened in Spring Green, he had the County 

Animal Control Officer handle it due to the frequency of them issuing the declaration of 

viciousness. He would recommend that is how Plain should handle it in the future.  

 

There was a burning complaint that was handled by the County. The burning ordinance is not 

clear and should be addressed as well. Stoddard will research. Sauk County will enforce County 

ordinances that generally mirror local ordinances. 

 
 

 

 

Development/Planning – Ray Ring 
 

Ring informed the board Development & Planning Commission met to review Allied Redi-Mix 

Plans. There were the same questions as at the Board meeting. They are following guidelines. 

They will have three nice-looking buildings with an aggregate border along the bottom. The 

Commission agreed to allow them to proceed. There was a discussion about the dirt that they are 

moving around, but they are going to use it as fill. If they have any leftovers and the Village 

needs dirt, they would be willing to allow the Village to use it.  

 

Neubauer inquired if there are any updates on new businesses. Ring stated there needs to be 

more meetings. They are not at the point of putting in an offer. One of the players is Sauk Prairie 

Healthcare. A few years ago, they requested first dibs on the lower section of the business park. 

They are waiting on word on federal approvals. That is the first domino that needs to fall before 

further progress can be made with anything else. Another company that was interested is 

targeting a different area that is privately owned.  
 
 

 

 

Police Department Report 
 

Stoddard hired another part-timer that is moving into Spring Green. He will be starting at the end 

of May. The previous part-time hired, did not start. Stoddard pointed out that the markings for 

parking in the Village do not meet state statutes. Parking needs to be four feet away from 

driveways, fifteen feet from a crosswalk and ten feet from fire hydrants.  
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Public Works Department Report 

Water April-23      

        

 Pumpage for Well No. 1        964,000  gallons    

 Pumpage for Well No. 2     974,000  gallons    

 Total Pumpage for Month      1,938,000  gallons    

        

 

Total Pumpage for the Month Last 

Year 2,637,000  gallons    

  This is 699,000  gallons less than last year. 

        

 Monthly chlorine average  0.08  ppm    

        

Two bacti samples and two well samples were sent to the State Lab. All samples tested safe. 

        

        

Wastewater April-23      

        

 Influent Monthly Average B.O.D.  139  mg/l    

 Effluent Monthly Average B.O.D.   5  mg/l Limit: 15 mg/l 

        

 Influent Monthly Average T.S.S.  383  mg/l    

 Effluent Monthly Average T.S.S.   9  mg/l Limit: 20 mg/l 

        

 Monthly Average Nitrogen Ammonia 0.850  mg/l    

      Limit: 4.3 mg/l  Monthly: October-April      

      8.0 mg/l  Monthly: May-September     

                 20.0 mg/l Daily      

        

 Monthly Average Total Phosphorous     0.284  mg/l Limit: 1.2 mg/l  

         

 Total Gallons Treated 2,400,000  gallons    

 

 

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer Report 
 

Carver reminded members that Board of Review is Wednesday, May 24th from 5pm to 7pm. 

Carver helped with advertising on the golf course. John Feiner needed two more businesses for 

flag advertisements. Carver secured WCCU and Kraemer Brothers for the remaining two flags. 

WCCU and The Peoples Community Bank returned this year for the hole-sleeve advertising. In 

addition, Royal Bank and Kraemer Brothers will also be advertising in the hole sleeves. Carver 

has been working with Elizabeth from General Engineering to finalize the CDBG application 

which is due May 15th. The annual recycling grant submittal had to be completed twice because 

the state website crashed after it was done the first time. Carver has started discussions with Jack 

and Brooke for the Rec Program. Jack is setting up an online sign-up which will simplify the 

sign-up process. Carver reminded residents that if they have any concerns, questions or requests 

they should be directed to her at clerk@villageofplain.com or 608-546-2047. Carver also 

reminded residents that she is a notary and they can visit the Village office any time for their 

notary needs. There is no fee for this service.  

 

 

mailto:clerk@villageofplain.com
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Other Business 
 

Marx motioned to approve a temporary liquor license for St. Luke’s Catholic Congregation for 

the St. Luke’s Parish Festival event on June 11, 2023. Neubauer seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Riek motioned to approve a temporary liquor license and an extended hours permit for Friday, 

July 28th and Saturday, July 29th for the Plain Fire & EMS Celebration. Neubauer seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Whitford motioned to adopt Resolution #2023-04: a Resolution authorizing to Commit Match 

Funds & Certification of Match Funds Secured for the Community Development Block Grant. 

Neubauer seconded. Motion carried. 

 
 

Correspondence   
 

Sauk County Development Corporation has an event on May 15th & 16th.  

 

 

Review and Audit of Invoices: 
 

Whitford motioned to pay Check #27451 payable to Sabel Mechanical, LLC in the amount of 

$4,616.55 from the Sewer Replacement Fund. Marx seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Marx motioned to pay the bills as presented. Riek seconded. Motion carried. 

 General Fund   $58,954.83   Water Utility $4,720.66  

 Library Fund        $3,664.93   Sewer Department $14,026.50  

 Capital Improvements $1,565.24   Golf Course $2,280.64  

 TIF District $78.76     

      

Wage Reimbursements: $19,603.94     

 

Riek motioned to adjourn at 8:13 p.m. Neubauer seconded. Motion carried.  

 
 

 

 

Sheila Carver,  

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 


