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Village of Plain 

Village Board Proceedings of May 13, 2026 
              

 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Village of Plain Board of Trustees was held at the 

Municipal Office Building, 510 Main Street, on May 13, 2026. Village President Ray Ring 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The following members were present: Ray Ring, Village President; Terry Drone; John T. Feiner; 

Cindy Haag; Rachel Liegel; Steve Whitford; and, Kelly Yanke, Trustees.  
 

Others present: John Ruhland, Public Works Director 
  

Notice of this meeting, along with the agenda, was posted at the following locations in the 

Village of Plain: Plain Municipal Office Building; Plain Post Office; and the Kraemer Library & 

Community Center on Monday, May 11, 2026. Notice was emailed to the Independent Star 

News; Valley Sentinel; and, the Baraboo News Republic.  
 

Yanke motioned to approve the April 8, 2026 Regular Board Meeting minutes. Whitford 

seconded. Motion carried with Ring abstaining.  

 

Other Business 
 

Feiner motioned to approve a Temporary Class B Retailer's license for malt beverages for July 

24th-26th and an Extended Hours permit for Friday, July 24th and Saturday, July 25th for the Plain 

Fire & EMS Celebration. Yanke seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Yanke motioned to approve hiring Bill Carpenter and Greg Kraemer as golf course employees. 

Feiner seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Yanke motioned to approve hiring new lifeguard employees: Kailin Alexander, Aubrey Anliker, 

Brynlee Christian; Morgan Ellefson; Francis Ellis, Kailin Alexander, Brynlee Christian, Morgan 

Ellefson and Lucy Klemp. Whitford seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Yanke motioned to approve hiring Makenzie Woodhouse as the Rec Director. Haag seconded. 

Motion carried.  
 

Ring updated the Board on changes to Cherry Street to accommodate the medical clinic’s new 

location. The clinic will transfer ownership of its street and associated properties on the north 

side of its building to the Village. The plan is to convert this into a one-way street starting at the 

intersection of Cherry Street and Nachreiner Avenue and continuing around through the newly 

acquired street to improve safety near the school. This change will be codified via an ordinance, 

with readings scheduled for June and July. As part of the street transfer, the clinic and St. Luke’s 

School will retain ownership and maintenance responsibility for the sidewalks along the new 

one-way street in front of their respective buildings and to the playground, thereby exempting the 

Village from future repair costs and ADA compliance liabilities. 
 

Ruhland presented three bids to replace the Ferris zero-turn mower used on the golf course and 

in the park. It is in its sixth year and has mechanical problems. The Ferris is not heavy-duty 

enough for its intended use. Ruhland recommends the Kubota diesel zero-turn mower with a 

PTO drive, which would help with wet, heavy grass. Whitford motioned to purchase the Kubota 

diesel zero-turn mower for $17,900 via loan. Haag seconded. Motion carried.  
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Yanke motioned to approve the Village President's recommendations for committee/commission 

assignments. Whitford seconded. Motion carried.  

 
 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Public Works – Steve Whitford 
 

The Public Works Committee will be meeting on Tuesday to discuss Cherry Street.  

 

 

Library – Cindy Haag 
 

No Library Board report.   

 

 

Finance – Terry Drone 
 

No Finance Committee report. 

 
 

Golf Course – John T. Feiner 
 

The Golf Course on track for memberships to hit budget for 2026.  
 

 

Recreation & Fire Emergency District – Kelly Yanke 
 

Yanke reported that the dugouts are nearly complete. A plaque will be created to recognize all 

individuals who donated and volunteered their time for the project. Ball practice is underway, 

with nine teams participating this season. Registration information for the Recreation Program 

will be posted later this week. The program will run from June 8 through August 14. The Village 

is exploring pressure washing and painting the pool, depending on available funding. The pool is 

scheduled to open once school is out for the summer. 
 

The Fire Emergency Board will be meeting on July 13th.  
 

 

Law Enforcement  – Rachel Liegel 
 

No Law Enforcement Committee report.  
 

 

Development/Planning & Personnel – Ray Ring 
 

Ring reported that current grant requirements are too restrictive, particularly regarding employee 

counts. A meeting will be convened to reform the criteria to better support small business owners 

without employees. 
 

No Personnel Commission report.   

 
 

Police Department 
 

No Police Department report.  
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Public Works Department Report 
 

Public Works Director John Ruhland reported that staff has been addressing several storm-

related cleanup and maintenance issues over the past few weeks. A sewer main blockage 

occurred between Spruce Street and Maple Street, requiring staff to work from approximately 

5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to clear the line using the sewer jetter and root saw. Ruhland also reported 

that an irrigation leak at the golf course was repaired. Significant time has been dedicated to 

improvements at the park dugouts, including ongoing finishing work. Preparations for opening 

the swimming pool have also recently begun. Earlier in the day, a semi-truck near the pool area 

pulled down power lines, requiring coordination efforts with Alliant Energy and Superior 

Electric to complete repairs. The outage also impacted pool preparation activities. Discussion 

also occurred regarding grass clippings being deposited on Village streets. It was suggested that 

a reminder be posted on the Village Facebook page asking residents not to blow or leave grass 

clippings in the roadway. 

 

Water April-26      

        

 Pumpage for Well No. 1        748,000  gallons    

 Pumpage for Well No. 2     812,000  gallons    

 Total Pumpage for Month      1,560,000  gallons    

        

 

Total Pumpage for the Month Last 

Year 1,529,000  gallons    

  This is 31,000  gallons more than last year. 

        

 Monthly chlorine average  0.27  ppm    

        

Two bacti samples and two well samples were sent to the State Lab. All samples tested safe. 

        

        

Wastewater April-26      

        

 Influent Monthly Average B.O.D.  180  mg/l    

 Effluent Monthly Average B.O.D.   2  mg/l    

        

 Influent Monthly Average T.S.S.  480  mg/l    

 Effluent Monthly Average T.S.S.   4  mg/l    

        

 Monthly Average Nitrogen Ammonia 0.725  mg/l    

      Limit: 4.3 mg/l  Monthly: October-April      

      8.0 mg/l  Monthly: May-September     

                 20.0 mg/l Daily      

        

 Monthly Average Total Phosphorus     0.040  mg/l    

         

 Total Gallons Treated 1,758,000  gallons    

 

 

 

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer Report 
 

Carver distributed the 2025 audit report to the Board.  
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Correspondence   
 

No correspondence.  
 

 

Review and Audit of Invoices: 
 

Yanke motioned to pay the bills as presented. Whitford seconded. Motion carried. 

 General Fund   $71,967.74   Water Utility $9,699.81  

 Library Fund        $5,212.00   Sewer Department $14,144.05  

 TIF District $803.76   Golf Course $6,509.83  

      

Wage Reimbursements: $23,777.28     

 

Yanke motioned to adjourn at 7:37 p.m. Feiner seconded. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

Sheila Carver,  

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 


